This is the story of the real fabric of

America! And the most outstanding
humanitarian effort ever. ..
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They had come back from places like North Africa,
Sicily, Italy, Normandy, the Bulge, Burma, Iwo-Jima,
Sipan, Okinawa, the Corral Sea and POW camps. These
men had paid a steep price for freedom and liberty. As
their trains stopped, volunteers stood behind baskets of
sandwiches, cakes, pies, cookies, urns of hot coffee, pitch-
ers of cold milk. The veterans were greeted like family.
Many remembering with warmth, a brief stop at one of
thetrack side canteens perhapstwoor three yearsearlier
as they departed for battle, or perhaps while moving
between posts. Or being a lucky man or woman who was
abletoprocurea furlough for precious days or hours back
home with family and making an briefstop. Nooneat the
canteen cared about the color of their skin, the style of
the uniform or the rank. They had a job todo that did not
involve monetary gain, but something much more valu-
able, to serve others in need.

Trackside canteens were housed inside railroad stations,
inside closed factory buildings and most often in a small
white hut on the station platform. This is the canteen hut
at Crestline, Ohio in 1944. -- Author’s collection
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